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Partridge Elementary is in the 
national spotlight for its innovative 
comprehensive approach to health 
and wellness, physical movement 
and communication that was 
implemented by Amy Heberling, 
physical education teacher, and Ruth 
Ponce-Batts, guidance counselor. 
Information about the project, which 
received a 2019 FISEF Good Idea 
Grant, appeared in a story in today’s 
(April 24, 2020) edition of the 
National Association of Federally 
Impacted Schools (NAFIS).  To 
view the NAFIS article, see page 
2. A link to the video about the project is at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qW-AY4TP0k&disable_polymer=true. The video 
was produced by AJ Cabanes, Andrew Gutowski, Mikayla Mesko, Travan Richards, Jackson Ronje, Alexander Rudolph and Trevor 
Tronstad – students in Tim Wallace’s video production course at the Waynesville Career Center. 

Partridge project receives national attention

Waynesville R-VI 
served

11,154
meals TODAY!

(meals = breakfast, lunch 
& super snack) 

A special 
THANK 
YOU to 

everyone 
who makes 
this possible The super snack meal 

includes a fruit, vegetable, 
grain, protein and 

dairy serving.

The Waynesville 
R-VI School 
District has 
served more 

than 

200,000 
meals to 

children during 
the closure 
due to the 

coronavirus, 
COVID-19. 

Providing social distancing 
restrictions due to COVID-19 
have been lifted by mid-June, 
the Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education has set Graduation 
for the WHS Class of 2020 at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, June 19, at 
Waynesville High School’s Tiger 
Stadium, weather permitting. 
(Graduation will be moved inside 
in the event of inclement weather.)

Students who still need to pay 
for their cap and gown may do 
so up until May 29 by mailing in 
a check to WHS, 200 GW Lane, 
Waynesville, MO 65583. The 

Dates for 
senior events 
announced

Continued on page 2



The following appeared in the 
April 24, 2020, edition of the NAFIS 
newsletter: 

We’re celebrating the 2019 FISEF 
Good Idea Grant recipients! As part of 
the grant, they submit a video on their 
project, which is usually featured at the 
NAFIS Spring Conference. Due to the 
cancellation of that conference, we have 
not yet had the opportunity to showcase 
these innovative projects. Over the next 
several weeks, we will release these 
videos to the public on our Facebook 
page and in our Friday newsletter.

This week, we are celebrating grant 
recipient Waynesville R-VI School 

cost for a gown and cap is 
$35 and students keep the 
cap and gowns following 
graduation. The guidance 
office will send out 
information at a later date 
for those who would like to 
pay electronically. 
Honors Night

Honors Night for the 
Class of 2020 will be held 
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 
16, in the Waynesville 
High School Auditorium. 
Students are encouraged 
to wear casual business or 
business attire, such as a 
collared shirt, dress pants, 
skirts and/or dresses. 

Prom
The junior-senior Prom 

will be held from 8 to 11:30 
p.m. on Saturday, June 13, 
2020, at Waynesville High 
School gymnasium. 

Alternative dates
In the event that social 

distancing restrictions have 
not be lifted by mid-June, 
Honors Night will be held 
Thursday, July 16, and 
graduation will be Saturday, 
July 18.

 

Dates
Continued from page 1

District (Waynesville, MO). After 
identifying a strong need for health 
and physical education for their 
400 K-5 students, 99% of whom 
are military-connected, staff at one 
district elementary school worked 
collaboratively to implement a 
comprehensive school-wide curriculum 
in the areas of physical movement, 
self-awareness, health and wellness, 
and social communication. Using the 
curriculum and tools purchased with 
grant money, students were able to 
learn how germs spread, as well as 
how to identify foods, build a balanced 
meal, use a “Peace Path” model to 
resolve conflict, and use yoga and 

mindfulness to regulate emotions and 
manage stress.

The district plans to provide this 
program at other schools in future years, 
eventually inspiring healthy habits and 
resiliency in over 2,000 elementary 
students, 70% of whom are military-
connected.

NAFIS publishes info about Partridge grant project

April is the Month of the 
Miltiary Child and at Thayer 
Elementary, students created 
these works of art. In the left 
column, from top to bottom, 
the artists are Addy, Leah and 
Anthony. In the right column 
from top to bottom are works 
by Catherine Anne, Lucy and 
Gentry.

April is Month of 
Military Child



The last day of school for the 2019-20 School Year 
will be Wednesday, May 20, 2020, for Waynesville R-VI 
students in grades K-11. The last day for graduating 
seniors in the Class of 2020 will be May 15.  

Members of the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
voted to set the last day for students as May 20 during 
their board meeting on April 20. 

“This means that students will be finished with their 
academic work for this school year in less than one 
month,” said Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. “We 
are working to develop a process for families to return 
textbooks, materials and Chromebooks (and for parents 
to pick up their children’s supplies) and will send this 
information to parents when the plan is complete.”

The district had previously announced that the last day 
of school would be May 29; however, the state is allowing 
inclement weather hours to be waived for the 2019-20 
School Year. Therefore, students will not be making up the 
snow days they missed earlier during the school year.

Teachers and paraprofessionals will continue to fulfill 
their contracted days by working through Friday, May 29, 
as originally scheduled. If the stay at home order has been 
lifted by that time, teachers and paraprofessionals will 
return to work in their buildings.

“Our staff will have ample time to return to their 
classrooms, put things in order and prepare for next 
year,” Henry said. “The process for this will depend 
upon state and federal direction on closures and will be 
communicated to staff in the near future.”

Waynesville High School has announced that Anna 
Hilburgh is the candidate for Valedictorian and Evan 
Nitchman is the candidate for Salutatorian of the 
WHS Class of 2020. 

The selection process was based on the following: 
1) highest GPA to 3 decimal places at the end of the 
    7th semester
2) enrolled in 8 semesters of high school
3) a minimum of 5 advanced classes (AP)
4) had to meet college prep requirements: ACT 
     above national average (at least a 21) and two 
     years of a foreign language
5)  95% or higher attendance

Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian named

Last day of school for 
students to be May 20

Sandra Horning, the 
author of The Giant 
Hug, visited with Wood 
Elementary students 
virtually. The Giant 
Hug tells the story of 
a little pig, Owen, who 
wants to send a hug to 
his grandmother who 
lives far away. Wood 
Elementary librarian, 
Lori Crabtree, contacted 
Horning at the beginning 
of April to request 
permission for an 
online read aloud. Horning was thrilled to hear about 
how her story would be shared with students at Wood 
Elementary.  During distance learning, Crabtree holds a 
nightly read aloud from her porch. For the week of April 
14-21, she read the book The Giant Hug to the students 
so they could be familiar with it before Horning’s virtual 
visit.  Approximately 30 families joined Crabtree on 
April 22 to listen to Horning as she read her book. The 
students asked interesting questions and enjoyed 
learning about how an author uses life experiences to 
create stories for children.

National children’s 
author reads to Wood 
Elementary students

Erica Ramirez of Wood 
Elementary was among 
the many Wood staff 
members who put on 
their purple to show their 
support of the Month 
of the Military Child. 
Several other schools, 
including Wood, created 
a slide show of staff 
members wearing their 
purple. Purple is the 
color designated for 
military children as it 
represents the collective 
colors of all branches of 
the military.  



District celebrates Volunteer Appreciation Week 

The Waynesville R-VI School District celebrated Volunteer 
Appreciation Week, which is April 20-24; however, 
the district was unable to host its annual volunteer 
appreciation week banquet, due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
These photos were taken earlier at Thayer Elementary. 

East Elementary’s 
WayConnect mentors 
are: 

Travist Patrick
Antwaan Rhodes
Dawn Schropfer
Michael Dobbs
Darla Lucas
Anette Salcedo
Officer Murphy
Kelsey Casion
Susan Lord
Jamie Erwin
Brnda Thiltgen
Ty Kelley
Justin Teritto

Check your email 
from Melissa Ash. 
Open Enrollment 

for 2020-2021 
benefits begins 

April 27 and 
closes at 

midnight May 8.

East lists 
WayConnect 
volunteers

Benefits

The Waynesville R-VI 
Transportation Employees of the 
Month for March and April have 
been announced. 

Chris Zornes (right)  is the 
March Transportation Employee 
of the Month. Chris has been a 
member of the Transportation 
Department for the last 13 years. 
Chris drives an early childhood 
route and has taken over the 
daily cleaning responsibilities of 
the Transportation Office. Chris 
has helped to make sure that the 
office is thoroughly cleaned and 
disinfected daily. She takes pride in 
her job and provides a clean work 
environment for the Transportation 
Staff. Chris always has a smile 
on her face and goes above and 
beyond to make sure all staff and 
student needs are met. 

Cole Zornes (below right) is the 
April Transportation Employee 
of the Month. Cole has been an 
employee of the Transportation 
Department for 4 years. Cole 
is currently a school bus aide 
and helps with the cleaning of 
the Transportation Office. Cole 
makes sure that the Transportation 
Office is cleaned and disinfected 

Transportation Employees of Month

daily. Cole goes above and beyond to make sure that the 
Transportation staff has a clean environment to work in 
daily. 



Students in Candace 
Gilbert-Decker’s class 
at Thayer Elementary 
researched a place they 
would like to visit and 
created a brochure of 
things they would like 
to do there. These are a 
few of the samples she 
received. 

Hardee’s donated free lunches to the 
Transportation Department for the 
drivers who have helped deliver the 
200,000 meals that the Waynesville 
R-VI School District and its partner 
OPAA! have served. 

Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent 
of personnel services, also 
recognized the Transportation Team 
during the April 20 Board of Education 
meeting for their efforts in helping to 
distribute food to children. 

“It takes a team, along with the Food 
Services staff, to pull this operation 
off,” Bales said. “I am so proud of our 
Food Services and Transportation 
staff members. Throughout this, 
these teams have pulled together and 
served as role models for what can 
be accomplished when a community 
comes together for good.” 

Karl Wilking, director of Transportation, is pictured with Marisa Bunton, Hardee’s 
general manger, and Camora Fowler, driver, and Melissa Ambrose, bus aide. 
While making the donation, Bunton noted that she is grateful that Transportation 
employees are making sure the kids are getting meals.

Hardee’s donates meals to Transportation employees



Papa Murphy’s of St. Robert donated 
coupons for a free large pizza to 
Transportation employees. Andrew 
Hutzell, manager of Papa Murphy’s, 
noted that he wanted to give back 
to the Transportation employees for 
delivering the meals to children.  
Pictured is Andrew Hutzel, manager 
of Papa Murphy’s, and Pam Duff, bus 
aide. Every morning nurses check 
temperatures to ensure Food Service 
and Transportation employees are 
fever-free before starting work. 

Food service 
employees 
are preparing 
11,000 to 12,000 
meals every 
day to feed the 
children in the 
district. Since 
the closure 
of school 
buildings 
due to the 
coronavirus, 
COVID-19, 
food service 
employees 
have prepared 
209,230 meals 
for children.

Freeast (Freedom and East staff), Wood, Partridge and 
the High School lunch staff members were treated to 
pizza and soda today (April 24) from Stonebrooke Church 
as a thank you and to show appreciation for all they are 
doing for the community. 



Thayer Elementary staff members sent a message to their students: “Whole school, whole 
community, whole child, working together to keep students healthy, safe, engaged, supported, 
and challenged. Together we are creating 21st century leaders. We love our Thayer Elementary 
Tigers!” 




